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Department of Business Administration of Sahyadri College of Engineering & Management in association 

with National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management (MANAGE), Hyderabad organized a three day 

International conference from 09th to 11th October, 2014 at Sahyadri Campus, Mangalore. University of 

Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences, Shimoga and Central Plantation Crops Research Institute, Kasaragod 

supported this conference as knowledge partners. The conference had very good response from all 

stakeholders. There were 52 papers for presentation on various themes and dimensions of Agriculture 

Business Management by academicians and practitioners and 102 delegates participating from different 

spheres like banks, Institutes and also 30 international delegates. The conference had 1 key session, 6 

technical sessions and 3 paper presentation sessions with 2 tracks. Each technical session had a resource 

person to deliver the lecture, Moderator to initiate and conclude the session and Rapporteur to make note 

of the proceedings of the session. 

Dr. Chowdappa P., Director, Central Plantation Crops Research Institute, Kasaragod, inaugurated the 

program on 9th October, 2014 at Sahyadri Campus. In his inaugural address, he spoke about the shift from 

agriculture to agribusiness, attracting youth towards agribusiness by making agribusiness a profitable 

venture. He also mentioned about the importance of crop diversification and development of value added 

crops for economic success of farmers. Dr. P. Chandra Shekara, Director - Agribusiness Centre , MANAGE 

Ministry of Agriculture, Government  of India congratulated the college for taking up the theme of Agri-

Business Management for organizing the conference and also spoke about importance of marketing in Agri 

Business.
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Dr. Manjunath Bhandary, Chairman, Bhandary foundation in his presidential address spoke about the 

culture of agriculture in past and present. He gave many examples of his life to define the culture in 

agriculture and called for entrepreneurial qualities in developing agriculture business.

Dr. Umesh M. Bhushi, Principal, Sahyadri College of Engineering & Management gave the welcome address, 

Dr. A. .P Achar, Director, Dept. of Business Administration gave the overview of the conference.

After the Inaugural function, foreign delegates along with dignitaries took part in planting the saplings in the 

college campus to mark the significance of agriculture and environment friendly economic activities. 

International Conference on Agri - Business Management practically demonstrated the theme of the 

conference by planting the saplings.

Go Green - Grow Green
@ 

Sahyadri

Go Green - Grow Green
@ 

Sahyadri



Mr. Krishna Moorthi started the session by defining others. He gave a case of Agri-clinic (AC) and Agri-

entrepreneurship and explained how it is different Business Center (ABC) scheme in entrepreneurship 

from Income Generating activities (IGA) and self- skill development. The role of various agencies in 

employment (SE). The importance of agri- entrepreneurship ski l l  development was 

entrepreneurship was emphasized by giving the appreciated and major successes have been seen in 

India journey to food suff ic iency s ince areas such as increased productivity, decreased cost 

independence. He described the shift of Indian production, increased innovation and incentives to 

economy towards service economy and the agriculture graduates. The session was moderated 

emerging challenges as a result of the shift. He also by Dr. Maheswarappa H. P., CPCRI,  Kasaragod and 

h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  a g r i - Mr. Mwangi Paul Maina, Ministry of Agriculture, 

entrepreneurship to addressing economic Livestock and Fisheries, Kenya was the Rapporteur.

challenges such as poverty, unemployment, among 

Dr .P. Chandra Shekara spoke on various commercial for improvement of profitability in Agri-business.  

crops cultivated, Technology used for improvement The speaker highlighted the challenges involved in 

of productivity, Marketing strategies used by transforming the farmer in to Agripreneur. 

farmers to create demand, Training programs, The theme note address was followed by a cultural 
women empowerment and entrepreneurship extravaganza where in the Sahyadrians and 
activities practiced in India. He gave example of best international delegates showcased their talent in 
practices followed in Kudumbashree - An agri- music, dance and instrumentals. Program was 
enterprise. He stressed on solid waste management concluded with the moon light dinner.

Dr .P. Chandra Shekara

Director

Agribusiness Centre, MANAGE 

Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India.

Theme Note Address: 

Agribusiness Management 

- Opportunities and Challenges

Session 1: 

Agri - Entrepreneurship Development

 Mr. Krishna Moorthi

Director, RUDSET, Bangalore



Dr. L. H. Manjunath spoke about the importance of to him, in farming, one should not look for profit and 

family structure in agriculture. He stressed on the should not see agriculture as a business.  He said 

point that youth today are no more interested in that farming should be passed on from father to son 

agriculture and also the hardships the Indian in a smooth and effective way, so that it is taken 

farmers goes through as the returns in farming is too ahead and improved upon by the future 

far and too less. He mentioned about the strategies generations. The session was moderated by Dr. 

to be maintained in agriculture and said that Udaya Chandra, Professor, SDM College, Ujire and 

agriculture is the life blood of civilization. According Ms. Reuben Jane Njeri , Kenya was the Rapporteur.

Dr. Phillip Sabu

 Director, Department of MBA, 

Kerala Agricultural University

Session 2: 

Retraining Youth in Agribusiness 

Women In Agribusiness

Session 3: 

Institutional and Infrastructural 
Framework for Agribusiness Management. 
Agribusiness Management Education

Dr. L. H. Manjunath

Executive Director, SKDRDP, Dharmastala

Dr. Phillip Sabu emphasized on the skills required by interpersonal relationship skills. An individual 

the future agri-business managers. According to should have both aptitude and attitude to serve in 

him, agri-business is extremely complex. It is global rural areas. Institutions should foster case method 

and consumer driven, hence domain knowledge is of learning rather than lecture method and the 

the key to the future agri-business managers. The faculties should have expertise and industry 

individual should have excellent communication exposure in addition to mentoring students. The 

and managerial skills in addition to being analytically session was moderated by M. M. Bagali, Professor, 

strong, creative and lateral thinking. Future agri- Ja in  Univers i ty  and Mr.  Mwale Edward 

business managers should have expertise in DiwaKalukusha, Malawi  was the Rapporteur.

computer and also possess leadership and 



The speaker enlightened the audience on the use of management with improved technology can help 

technology which he believes can help farmers to the farmer in effective marketing of crops. He called 

eliminate middleman. He stressed that, agricultural for the use of new technology that can also help the 

marketing needs to be reoriented to respond to the farmers in agriculture. He said that the farmer 

market need. He informed that the agricultural should know the needs of the customers and they 

sector has been facing new challenges in terms of should grow crops as per the  market requirements. 

finding market for the surplus. There is great need to The session was moderated by Ms. Makwakwa Rita 

integrate and strengthen the agricultural marketing Lusungu, Malawi and Mr. Obama Rajab Ouko, Kenya 

system to benefit the farming community. Demand was the Rapporteur.

Session 4: 

Agricultural Marketing: 

Domestic and International Agricultural Trade.  

Agricultural Marketing And Policy

Session 5: 

Agri Business Policy: 

Entry of Global Agribusiness 

Firms and FDI in Agribusiness

Dr. Arun Kumar Khannur,  

Chairman & CEO of ISQT Process & 

Consulting Services Pvt. Ltd., Bangalore 

Dr. Mahadevaiah - Former Deputy Director, C.F.T.R.I, technologies, food processing industries can be 

Mysore spoke about the processing of various fruits established which creates good scope for 

and vegetables and the availability of market and agribusiness opportunities. The speaker also 

technology for the same. He also said that any highlighted the value added crops for developing 

innovative technologies have been developed from agriculture business.  The session was moderated by 

horticultural and agricultural produce by research Dr. Sandeep,  HR Manager, Agro synth chemicals, 

organizations by adopting different principles. Some Bangalore and Mr. Motanya Winston Moenga, 

of these technologies are highlighted were Kenya was the Rapporteur.

explained by the speaker. By selecting suitable 

Dr. M. Mahadevaiah

Former Deputy Director

Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI), Mysore



The speaker gave a brief role and importance of future scenario of Agri-business where more and 

banks and institutions in the field of agriculture. He more farmers and consumers are involved, 

mentioned about the challenges, risks and problems development in the field of Agri-business and export 

being faced by the Agriculture and Agri-business and of more and more Agri-products. This can be 

proper actions that has to be undertaken by the achieved by educating the youth in the field of 

Government as well as society in terms of finance, agriculture mainly by Agricultural institutions. If the 

insurance and extension. He emphasized on bank identifies any training gap then they should link 

improvement of policy formation from grass root the clients to relevant institutions for training.  The 

level, dissemination of proper knowledge and skills, session was moderated by Mr. Njuguna Daniel 

application of improved technology and Mwangi, Kenya and Ms. Kumwenda Stella 

communication. He also mentioned about the Chimwemwe, Malawi was the  Rapporteur.

Session 6: 

Agriculture Services: 

Finance, Insurance, Extension

Dr. Allen Pierera

Former Chairman, Bank of Maharashtra

The three days conference on Agri-Business Management 

was concluded with valedictory function. Dr. L. C. Soans, 

Soans Farm, Moodbidri was the chief guest along with two 

other special Invitees from foreign delegates. Dr. L. C. Soans 

spoke on his experience in development of agriculture and 

how he transformed as a successful Agri entrepreneur. He 

called for reduction of risks by adopting diversification 

crops. He emphasized on transforming Agriculture to Agri 

Business venture. He also highlighted the concept of 

promoting Farm house business as tourism place. The 

function was presided over by Dr. Umesh M. Bhushi, 

Principal, Sahyadri College of Engineering & Management, 

Mangalore. 

Valedictory Session 

Dr. L. C. Soans, Soans Farm, Moodbidri 
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