VIUto collect and curate
research under one umbrella
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Innovation, research, and
easy access to papers and
publications are the buzz
words at Visvesvaraya
Technological University
(VTU), which plans to sub-
scribe to a patent database.
This resource, officials be-
lieve, will encourage novel
research and help institu-
tions analyse market needs.
It will also encourage re-
searchers in the patent-filing
process.

To make this process ea-
sier, the university has de-
cided to establish a Research
Information Management
System for all its affiliated
colleges and regional
centres. The varsity will col-
lect, curate, and consolidate
all its publications as well as
those of its affiliated colleg-

es. The service will be imple-
mented in collaboration
with the Information Li-
brary Network through the
MHRD-funded project, In-
dian Research Information
Network System platform.

The university is also de-
veloping a software, Open
Researcher and Contribu-
tors Identification’, which
will help students and teach-
ers access research more ea-
sily. It has also instructed all
its faculty members, re-
search scholars, and stu-
dents to include the fact that
they are affiliated with the
VTU while submitting jour-
nal articles, conference pap-
ers, etc. “This will help VTU
bring all its publications un-
der one umbrella,” said a
varsity official.

Ph.D scholars have been
given a protocol of how to

word their research thesis
when submitting their work.
“While there is enormous*
amount of research that we
do as a university, it is very
badly documented and
there has been no effort to
collate it under one plat-
form. We hope to reverse
that and ensure that stu-
dents have access to re-
search work done by scho-
lars and faculty members of
our university,” the official
added.

Rahul B., an engineering
student, welcomed the
move. “Often when we try to
use research papers for refe-
rences, we find that we have
to subscribe to the journals
and it is not economical for
us as students. If we have a
rich body of research in the
university, it will help us im-
mensely,” he said.




