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Padmashri Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao, Former 
Vice Chancellor of Defence Institute of 
Advanced Technology and Former Director of 
Defence Research and Development 
Organization (DRDO) Dr. Prahlada is one of the 
prominent Scientists associated with Former 
President, Dr A.P.J Abdul Kalam in designing 
and producing the first indigenous AKASH 
Missile system, along with more than 1000 
scientists and engineers. He is a person of high 
repute  in the Indian defence. 

Dr. Prahlada Rao is a Mechanical Engineering 
Graduate from University College of 

Positions
• Director of the biggest DRDO laboratory, DRDL, during 1997-2005.

• Project Director for the mobile surface to air area defense missile system, AKASH (functioned as Chief 

Designer for the entire weapon system)

• Programme Director for the Joint Venture Project (Indo-Russia) BrahMos

• Program Director for the highly classified project - submarine launched long range ballistic missile system 

for Indian navy.

• Chief Controller Research & Development at DRDO Hqrs and Distinguished Scientist, during November 

2005 to Aug 2011 ,heading Services Interactions, International Cooperation, Foreign Offices (UK, USA and 

Russia), Extramural Research, Intellectual Property Rights Technology Acquisition and Business 

Development.

• Chairman of Steering Committee for organizing the First World Congress on Disaster Management 

(WCDM) – 2008 in Hyderabad and is again the Chairman for the 2nd World Congress on Disaster 

Management scheduled in 2010

Achievements
• DRDO Scientist of the Year. 

• HMA-Member of the Year. 

• National Aeronautical Prize. 

• “Sivananda Eminent Citizen Award 2008” by Sanathana Dharma 

    Charitable Trust, Hyderabad.

• Eminent Engineers Award for the year 2009 by

    Institution of Engineers, Delhi.

• Life Time Achievement Award-2010 by Hyderabad 

    Management Association.

• Winner of the DRDO Award for Path Breaking

    Research/ Outstanding Technology Development 2008.

E n g i n e e r i n g ,  B a n ga l o re  U n i ve rs i t y.  
Subsequently he got his Master's Degree in 
Aeronautical Engineering Department from 
IISc., Bangalore, with specialization in Rockets 
and Missile Systems and Ph.D. in Mechanical 
Engineering from Jawaharlal  Nehru 
Technological University, Hyderabad. He is a 
fellow member of several Indian institutions, 
professional bodies and has configured and 
established many world class high-tech 
facilities and infrastructure, working at 
various development centres over 20 years in 
the country. 

Padmashri Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao
• 
• Former Vice Chancellor
    Defence Institute of Advanced Technology

• Former Director, Defence Research and 
    Laboratory

Advisor, S-VYASA Deemed University
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Floral welcome by Dr. Manjunath Bhandary
      Chairman, Sahyadri College of Engineering & Management, Mangalore



The Sahyadri Center for Social innovation (SCSI) was 
inaugurated by Padmashri Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao 
Former Vice Chancellor of Defence Institute of 
Advanced Technology, Former Director of Defence 
Research and Development Laboratory. He unveiled 
the Hands on Lab Manual and addressed the 
gathering at the Sahyadri Seminar hall. 

The main objective of the Sahyadri Center For Social 
Innovation (SCSI)  is to motivate the students in the 
area of Social Innovations and Engineering and 
provide hands on experience and practical exposure 
to solve socially relevant problems. The college has 
apprehended  that, a mere academic knowledge is 
not just sufficient to produce world class engineers. 
With this cause, several provisions are made like 
Hands-on Experience Lab, Engineering Sense Lab, 
Innovation Lab and Product Design Lab to include 
the following in academics. These practices of 
engineering shall truly make an impact on the 
society at large. Each of these programs are handled 
by the Centre of Social Innovations and Engineering.

Principal Dr. U.M. Bhushi welcomed the gathering. 
He spoke about Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam, a great 
scientist who ignited the young minds, and also 
added that Sahyadri is honored by the presence of 
Dr. Prahlada Rao.

Chairman Dr. Manjunath Bhandary expressed his 
vision in initiating this Center for Social Innovation. 
He spoke about the importance of social innovation 
which helps to build a better society. He said that 
almost 90% of engineers fail to use their basic 
knowledge and added that a good engineer will 
always be the one who applies his knowledge 
towards societal problems.

Prof. C. Ranganathaiah, Director of Research 
introduced the Chief guest and stated that 
engineers will come up with innovations which are 
technology driven by providing products, services 
and models which contribute to the development of 
the society.

Unveiling the Hands on Lab Manual



“Student 
    Innovators 
        are the Best”

           - Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao



Chief Guest Padmashri Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao 
interacted with the students and faculty members 
by sharing some of his experiences in serving the 
nation. He further stated that, the students should 
utilize the model of learning where in teachers will 
do less of teaching and students learn more. He also 
emphasized that institutes should provide the 
environment and space for innovation where 
students being dynamic, highly networked, 
ambitious and comfortable in adopting new 
technologies can make wonders happen if 
opportunities are provided to them. He illustrated 
about Skunkworks, where projects are being 
developed by a group of people who research and 

develop a project primarily for the sake of radical 
innovation. He advised students to realize their 
potential and break barriers in order to innovate 
and explore. He spoke about developed countries 
like Germany, Japan and USA which provide more 
leverage for innovative thinking. He also shared his 
memorable moments with Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. 
He concluded by saying that solutions can be 
provided to problems through innovative products, 
services and processes. Finally he expressed that 
this day would be considered as Learner's Day. He 
assured Sahyadrians of his continuous support in 
the area of innovation. 
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... with the students and faculty members

If your work (as engineers) 
can provide solutions to energy,

health care and food, then consider 
you have done your job

- Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao



Visited the Sahyadri Center For Social Innovation (SCSI)

Skunkworks, where projects 
are being developed by a group of people 

who research and develop a project 
primarily for the sake of radical innovation



The radars that students developed
were better than our and 

more reliable and good quality 

- Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao



A token of Gratitude by Dr. Manjunath Bhandary
Chairman, Sahyadri College of Engineering & Management, Mangalore
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Revive your self-learning curiosity 
albeit at a higher level 

- Dr. Prahlada Rama Rao





SAHYADRI 
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & MANAGEMENT

Sahyadri Campus, Adyar, Mangalore - 575 007

Tele: + 91-824-2277222   |    E-mail: sahyadri@sahyadri.edu.in   |    Website: sahyadri.edu.in 

SAHYADRI
CENTER FOR SOCIAL INNOVATION – SCSI

Hands on Experience Lab

Product Designing Lab

Innovation Lab

Engineering Sense Lab

In order to bridge the gap between theory and technology, Sahyadri College of Engineering 
and Management has initiated this new lab. The lab aims at enhancing the analytical skills 
and practical knowledge of the budding engineers. The lab shall also motivate students to 
carry out innovations at home level and thereby promoting the reasoning skills amongst 
the students. The students shall conduct experiments pertaining to different branches of 
engineering and shall be based on the machines that we use on a daily basis. Realizing the 
lack-of knowledge in general appliances due to ignorance, this scheme has been lab is 
created in the Sahyadri Campus. 

Product designing lab is specifically built to motivate entrepreneurs and to promote the 
start-ups in the campus. With state-of-the-art machineries, the college supports the 
students to convert the prototype of their ideas into products through real engineering 
practices. Further, product designing lab takes up courses that define true engineering 
practices and makes the students industry ready. The lab provides every engineer a healthy 
ambience to work in and to put ideas of students into products. the lab also promotes the 
students to patent the projects and teaches entrepreneurial skills. The students are also 
given opportunities to work with organizations like TIE to promote start ups.

Innovation lab is initiated to make the engineers realize ideal environment to dwell. 
Realizing this fact, the true essence of engineering, with the problems Innovation Lab is set 
up to get engineering connected growing in the society, the engineers should have a with 
society to solve their day to day problems ready wit to solve those problems and thereby 
create an Innovation Lab.

To motivate the students towards understanding the lab is primarily concerned at 
motivating students to general aspects of day to day affairs and to promote question the 
general applications of engineering and to application of engineering concepts in solving 
the re think and re engineer the same problems faced 'Engineering Sense' lab is created. Em
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